
The University of Akron: A Proud Tradition

OThe Ohio Universalist Convention established a small, liberal arts 
college in Akron in 1870 and named it for one of the city’s promi-
nent industrialists, John R. Buchtel. It was Buchtel who led a group 

of 100 individuals and 13 businesses in a fundraising campaign to build the 
college. On July 4, 1871, thousands of area citizens turned out to witness the 
results of that initiative, joining in a great celebration as the cornerstone was 
laid for a single but impressive structure that constituted Buchtel College. 
Both a visionary and a pragmatist, Buchtel believed that the vigor of any city 
is closely tied to the proximity of a high quality institution of higher educa-
tion. Decades of progress, both for the city and for the college he helped to 
launch, have proven him right. Today, The University of Akron is the region’s 
most influential public research university. With more than 25,000 students and 
300–plus associate, baccalaureate, and master’s degree programs and options, 
as well as 20 doctoral degree programs and four law degrees, UA offers career-
focused, real-world learning opportunities. From polymers and psychology, 
to engineering and communications, to business and education, UA brings 
together diverse backgrounds in ways that provide students with the skills that 
employer’s value. Since 1914, the University has been accredited by the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and it is currently classified at the 
highest level as a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting institution. Today, 
more than 172,000 of its alumni live and work around the world.
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The University of AkronThe University of Akron
Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences

By authority of the Board of Trustees and on recommendation
of the Faculty hereby confers upon

A. Worthy Student
The Degree of

Bachelor of Arts

Together with all the rights and privileges pertaining thereto.
Witness the seal of the University and the signature of its officers

Given at Akron, in the State of Ohio, this twentieth day of August, 2016.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

Interim President of the University

Dean

Interim President of the University

Dean

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Secretary of the Board

One of the oldest known diplomas awarded at The University of Akron.

A present-day diploma awarded at The University of Akron.

.University Diplomas
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C
August 20 at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Matthew J. Wilson, Interim President of The University of Akron, Presiding

PrelUde mUsiC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Alleluia Jacobus Gallus trans. by Karl Kandel 
Sonata Octavi Toni  Giovanni Gabrieli  

trans. by Robert King
  The Great Gates of Kiev from Pictures at an Exhibition 

 Modest Mussorgsky arr. by Elgar Howarth  
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

   Tucker Jolly, Conductor 

fAnfAre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ceremonial Piece William MacDavis
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

ProCessionAl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience will remain seated.)
  Grand March Giacomo Meyerbeer
  Pomp and Circumstance Sir Edward Elgar
  Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

The nATionAl AnThem  . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience is invited to stand and sing.)
    Led by Lauren Corcoran 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

welCome And inTrodUCTion . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
   Interim President, The University of Akron

greeTings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Member
   Board of Trustees

mUsiC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Tocatta “Athalanta” Aurelio Bonelli 
 The University of Akron Brass Choir

Address To The CAndidATes  . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
   Interim President, The University of Akron

AmericA The BeAuTiful . . . . . . . . . . . .  (The audience will remain seated.)
   Led by Lauren Corcoran 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir

In the morning ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the College of Engineering, College of Health 
Professions, College of Applied Science and Technology, and Wayne College.
In the afternoon ceremony, there will be a presentation of degree candidates for the Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences, 
College of Education, College of Business Administration, and College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering.

Summer 2016 Commencement Program
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The PresenTATion of 
degree CAndidATes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The presentation of candidates for Doctoral Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Master’s Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
  The presentation of candidates for Associate Degrees
   Study Op. 60 No. 4 Matteo Carcassi 

Etudes Simples 1, 2, and 5 Leo Brouwer 
Theme and Variation Op. 34 Mauro Giuliani 
Travellin’ Michael Coghlan 
Study 41 Op. 60 No. 15 Mateo Carcassi  
Prelude 2 and 3 Heitor Villa-Lobos  
Branle Englese Emanuel Andriaesen arr. Paul Gerrits 
Suite del Recuerdo Jose Luis Merlin 
 I. Evocacion  
 II. Joropo

 Variation 3 Op. 34  Mauro Giuliani 
 Jazzy Blues Peter McAllister 
 Study 37 Op. 60 No. 2 Mateo Carcassi 
 Minuet Op. 38 No. 1 Jose Ferrer 
 Prelude from Cello Suite No. 1 J. S. Bach 
 Variation 4 Op. 34 Mauro Giuliani 
  Tyler Spuzzillo – Guitar
     Student, School of Music
The AlmA mATer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (The audience is invited to stand and sing. See Page 33.)
    Led by Lauren Corcoran 
    Student, School of Music
   The University of Akron Brass Choir
TwelCome of The  
AlUmni AssoCiATion 
To The ClAss of 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William Kollman (’08, ’10)
  Director, Alumni Relations
sTUdenT resPonse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Morning
  Maria A. Dixon
 Afternoon
  Kristina E. Winkler
The Akron Blue And Gold . . . . . . . . .  The University of Akron Brass Choir
AnnoUnCemenTs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Matthew J. Wilson
PosTlUde And reCessionAl . . . . . . . .   (The audience will be seated.)
 Suite by Tylman Susato
  The University of Akron Brass Choir

*Presentation of candidates is in the order of college founding date.
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Academic Processional & 
Ceremonial Customs

The ceremonial customs of commencement, rooted in centuries-old tradition, are described below.

Processional
The academic processional is an 
official prelude to the commence-
ment ceremony. The University 
marshal leads the procession, 
 bearing the University Mace, 
which represents the authority 
of both the University and the 
state. Follow ing the University 
marshal are the members of 
the platform party including 
trustees, recipient(s) of honorary 
degrees, and the president of the 
University who wears a medal-
lion with inscriptions represent-
ing the  history of the state and 
the University. Next come the 
 members of the faculty followed 
by the degree candidates.

The marching order of candi-
dates customarily ref lects the 
historical order in which the 
various colleges or schools of 
the University were established. 
Led by  marshals, the candidates 
for degrees march in with their 
respective colleges.

Academic Attire
The academic regalia worn at 
 commencement are of medieval 
 origin. The scholars of Bologna, 
Paris, Oxford, Cambridge and 
Heidelberg dressed in a manner  
to distinguish themselves 
from the merchants and other 
townspeople. When the univer-
sities first first arose in the 
11th  century, “learned clerks” 
robed themselves in gowns, caps 
and hoods, thus  signifying the 
 distinction between “town” and 
“gown.” As additional universi-
ties came into being, professors 
adopted distinctive forms of 
the gown and hood for bachelor’s, 
 master’s, and doctoral degrees. 

These customs are ref lected in 
today’s commencement attire. 
In Europe, a professor generally 

wears the type of garment cus-
tomary in the university where he 
or she is lecturing. In the United 
States, however, professors wear 
the gown and hood of the univer-
sity where they earned their high-
est degree. All commencement 
ceremony  participants at The 
University of Akron are attired in 
the appro priate academic apparel. 
University  marshals are distin-
guished by their blue and gold 
robes and Elizabethan caps.

Caps and Tassels
The cap, also called the mortar-
board, may have been derived 
from the squarish cap worn by 
the masons of the Middle Ages, 
or  perhaps was suggested by the 
shape of the books which occu-
pied so much of the scholar’s 
time. In the United States, the cap 
is usu ally f lat and square in shape. 
In Europe, one sometimes sees 
caps of other  varieties. Attached 
to a button atop the mortarboard 
is a tassel: associates are often 
silver in color; bachelor’s and 
master’s are black or of a color 
appropriate to the  college from 
which the candidate is being 
graduated; and doctor’s are 
 usually golden.

Gowns
Originally, the gown may simply 
have been a type of overcoat to 
protect the teacher from the cold  
in unheated buildings. The cut  
or style appears to derive from 
ecclesiastical attire and most 
often is black. The associates and 
bachelor’s gowns generally have  
a closed front and open sleeves. 
The master’s gown more often has 
long, closed sleeves, from which 
the arms extend through a slit at 
the wrist. The  doctor’s gown is 
faced down the front with  velvet 

panels and has bell-shaped sleeves 
 adorned with three velvet bars.

Hoods
A triangular fold of cloth worn 
over the back of the gown, the 
hood is faced with colors which 
denote the field of study repre-
sented by the wearer’s degree. 
The colors of the lining indicate 
the college or aca demic discipline 
in which the degree is granted. 
Recipients of the doctor of phi-
losophy degree wear royal blue 
hoods, and their caps feature 
golden tassels. Those who have 
earned the doctor of education 
degree wear light blue hoods and 
tassels.

Colors
The various colleges and 
academic disciplines of 
The University of Akron are 
 represented by the  following hood 
and tassel colors:

Black  Applied Science 
and Technology, 
Bachelor’s

Drab Business

Gold  Polymer Science  
and Polymer 
Engineering

Green  Health Professions 
Bachelor’s

Light Blue Education

Orange Engineering

Purple Law

Silver  Health Professions, 
Applied Science and 
Technolgy and 
Wayne College 
Associate’s

White  Arts and Sciences 
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Banners
The impressive backdrop for the 
ceremony consists of the  banners 
of the nine colleges and the 
Graduate School. Each banner 
bears the name and founding  
date of the  college it represents. 
Banners were first instituted at 
The University of Akron in the 
spring of 1995.

The University Seal 
and the 
Presidential 
Medallion
A seal is an emblem, symbol or  
word that certifies or authenticates 
a document. The use of official  
seals dates back to the Norman 
Conquest in 1066. During the  
next century, seals were used 
throughout England to authen -
ticate documents. Persons of  
rank had unique seals befitting 
their  status. Most seals were 
 circular or oval-shaped with 
heraldic designs embossed on  
their faces.

The use of seals became part  
of academic tradition in the 
 medieval university and continues 
to the present. The University  
of Akron, for example, displays  
its seal on diplomas presented  
to its graduates.

The coat of arms shown on the 
University’s seal includes an open 
book and quill, representative of 
the University’s original liberal 
arts curriculum. A lamp of learn-
ing shown against a city skyline 
depicts the University’s metropol-
itan setting. Three diagonal bars 
represent the private, municipal 
and state stages of the University’s 
history. The phoenix, a mythi-
cal bird that is consumed by fire 
and rises from its ashes to achieve 
greater glory, is a tribute to the 
University’s rebirth following the 
devastating fire of 1899. The seal 
also displays the original Buchtel 
College motto, Fiat Lux (let there 
be light).

The Presidential Medallion 
was presented by the Alumni 
Association in 1970, commemo-
rating the University’s centen-
nial. The medallion is a symbol 
of the authority of the  president, 
as bestowed by the Board of 
Trustees, that traditionally is 
worn by the president on impor-
tant  ceremonial occasions.

The Ceremonial Mace
The Ceremonial Mace was 
presented to The University of 
Akron by the Alumni Association 
on Founders Day 1970, in recog-
nition of the University’s found-
ing 100 years earlier as Buchtel 
College.

Since ancient times, maces have 
been symbols of authority for  
many academic and govern mental 
bodies. The University of Akron’s 
Ceremonial Mace is carried by 
the University marshal at all 
 formal academic occasions.

The most distinguishing feature 
of the Ceremonial Mace is the 
aforementioned rising phoenix, 
an apt symbol for the University, 
which was rebuilt, through the 
generous support of alumni and 
the community, from the ashes of 
Buchtel College after it burned 
down in 1899. 

Ceremonial 
Mace

University Seal
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University Board of Trustees

Trustees
Roland H. Bauer, j.d. (’09*)

Chair
Ralph J. Palmisano, j.d. (’70)

Vice Chair
Olivia P. Demas, j.d. (’91, ’95)

Vice Chair
Jennifer E. Blickle (’73)
Alfred V. Ciraldo, m.d. (’76)
Joseph M. Gingo, j.d. (’71)
William A. Scala (’75)
Warren L. Woolford (’74)

*Honorary Doctorate

Student Trustees
Darnell D. Davis, Jr. (’16)
Zachary D. Michel

Advisory Trustees
Anthony J. Alexander, J.D. 

(’72, ’75, ’09*)
Sandra Pianalto (’76, ’98*)

Officers of the Board
Ted A. Mallo, j.d. (’67, ’68, ’72)

Secretary of the Board 
Vice President and General Counsel

M. Celeste Cook (’84, ’87)
Assistant Secretary of the Board 

Associate Vice President and 
Deputy General Counsel

University Officers & Deans

Officers
Matthew J. Wilson

President (Interim)

Rex D. Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
 Senior Vice President and Provost 

(Interim); Senior Vice Provost

Ted A. Mallo (’67, ’68, ’72)
Vice President and General Counsel

Nathan J. Mortimer
 Vice President of Finance and 

 Administration and  
Chief Financial Officer

W. Michael Sherman
 Vice President of Innovation and 

Economic Development

Deans
John C. Green

 Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences 
 (Interim)

Ravi Krovi
 College of Business Administration

Susan G. Clark (’05)
 The LeBron James 

Family Foundation 
College of Education (Interim)

Donald P. Visco, Jr.
 College of Engineering (Interim)

David Gordon
 College of Health Professions

Eric J. Amis
 College of Polymer Science and 

Polymer Engineering 

Chand K. Midha
Graduate School (Executive)

Lakeesha K. Ransom
The Drs. Gary B. and 

Pamela S. Williams Honors College

Sarah M.R. Cravens and 
Ryan G. Vacca

 School of Law (Interim Co-Deans)

Elizabeth A. Kennedy (’90, ’93, ’00)
College of Applied Science 

and Technology (Interim)

Aimee L. DeChambeau
University Libraries (Interim)

Rex D. Ramsier (’87, ’89) 
 Wayne College (Senior Vice President 

and Provost, Interim)
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University Marshals

August 20, 2016 
Morning
Marshal
Robert Veillette

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Marcia Main

Faculty Marshal
Lawrence Gilpatric

Assistant Marshals
Shirong Du
John Ellis
Nancy Harris
Melissa Smith
Robert Terry
Shawn Watters
Naomi White

 

August 20, 2016 
Afternoon
Marshal
Terry Daugherty

Associate Marshals
Donald Appleby
Patricia Eaglewolf
Mary Myers

Faculty Marshal 
Barbara Osyk

Assistant Marshals
Julia Beckett
Jeanette Berger
Christopher Buford
Kelly Chaff
Sabine Gerhardt
Qin Liu
Debmalya Mukherjee
Thomas Neal
Nita Sahai
Michael Shott
Susan Speers
Baffour Takyi
Claire Tessier

Morning
 Debra A. Gannon
   College Program Specialist, Williams Honors College

 John C. Lanshe
   Associate Director, Center for Academic Advising 

 and Student Success

University Orators

The names of candidates for degrees will be read by:

Afternoon
 David A. Harris
   Member, National Alumni Board

 Denise L. Testa
   Director, Medina County University Center
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University Faculty Representatives

Morning
Brian Ballou
Rebecca Bidinotto
George Chase
Jae-Won Choi
Connie Chronister
Malik Elbuluk
Erik Engeberg
Kristina English
Jamal Feerasta
Myrna Forbes*
Bruce Holland
Todd Houston 
Doug Hubert
Marlene Huff
Julia Huyck*
Karin Jordan
Lu-Kwang Ju
Thomas Kellar
Kristine Kraft
Mark Krumm*
Erin L. Miller
Annette Mitzel
Zhenmeng Peng
Kelly Pond
Brian Radesic
Linda Shanks
Katie Sigal Papp
Yilmaz Sozer
James Steiger
Carolyn Sutter
Ingrid Weigold
Paul Weinstein

*The Northeast Ohio Au.D. 
Consortium (NOAC) is a joint 
professional Doctor of Audiology 
program between The University 
of Akron, Kent State University 
and the Cleveland Clinic. Kent 
State University faculty are noted 
with an asterisk.

Afternoon
Andrew Bernat
Jill Bisco
Kathleen Clark
Al Daviso
Ali Dhinojwala
Shanon Donnelly
Richard Einsporn
Brian Harrell
Sadhan Jana
Dawn Johnson
Abraham Joy
Karl Kaltenthaler
Alamgir Karim
Galen Karriker
Susan Kushner Benson
Lisa Lenhart
Paul Levy
Jutta Luettmer-Strathmann
Michael Nelson
Timothy Norfolk
Timothy O’Neil
Coleen Pugh
Martha Santos
Suzette L. Speight
Andrew Thomas
Janice Troutman
Bryan Vogt
James Wallace

 Lori Palmer

University Interpreter

The commencement ceremonies will be interpreted by:
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Williams Honors Scholars
Maria A. Dixon
Catherine M. Donley
Kristyn E. Gawdyda
Shelby T. Hoffman
Brian C. Kovacs
Matthew J. Krznaric
Evan G. Parsley
Colleen E. Rosen
Sterling S. Shriber II
Nicholas S. Vanni
Eric M. Wickersham

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University 
of Akron; or an associate degree, 
 having completed a minimum 
of 30 credits at The University 
of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate  
Honors Designation
With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Graduation With Honors

eleven
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August 20, 2016 
Morning
College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Donald P. Visco, Jr.

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Ardalan Alizadeh
Engineering – Electrical
MS, Shahid Beheshti University, 
Iran; BS, Amirkabir University of 
Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Cognitive 
Communications for Emerging 
Wireless Systems”
Adviser: Dr. Hamid Reza 
Bahrami

Moshabab Mobarek  
 H. Alkhtany
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Riyadh College of Technology, 
Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “Modeling 
Structural Polymeric Foams Under 
Combined Cyclic Compression-
Shear Loading”
Adviser: Dr. Michelle S. Hoo Fatt

Mohamed O. Badawy
Engineering – Electrical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BSc, Cairo University, Egypt
Dissertation: “Grid Tied PV/
Battery System Architecture 
and Power Management for Fast 
Electric Vehicles Charging”
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Abdullateef H. Bashiri
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, University of Central Florida; BS, 
Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “Condition-Based 
Robust Supervisory Control 
for Automated Unreliable 
Manufacturing Systems”
Adviser: Dr. Shengyong Wang

Yajie Chen
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Tianjin University, People’s 
Republic of China
Dissertation: “Microbiologically 
Influenced Corrosion of Carbon 
Steel Caused by a Sulfate 
Reducing Bacterium”
Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Fatih Cingoz
Engineering – Electrical
MS, University of Texas at Arlington; 
BS, Selcuk University, Republic of 
Turkey
Dissertation: “Effective Power 
Management for Autonomous 
Operations of Microgrids
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Ziya Erdem
Engineering – Civil
MS, Baskent University, Ankara, 
Turkey; BS, Gazi University, Ankara, 
Turkey
Dissertation: “Bioremediation 
Potential of 1,1,1,-Trichloro-2,2-
BIS(p-Chlorophenyl) Ethane 
(DDT) from a Sandy-Loam 
Soil Using Aerobic Bacteria 
Alcaligenes Eutrophus A5, 
Corynebacterium Sp. and a Mixed 
Culture”
Adviser: Dr. Teresa J. Cutright

Jonathan A. Fouts
Engineering – Chemical
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Chemical and 
Tribochemical Interactions with 
the Surfaces of Thin Films”
Adviser: Dr. Gary Doll

Ashenafi B. Hegana
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Politecnico di Milano, Italy;  
BS, Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia
Dissertation: “Low Temperature 
Waste Energy Harvesting by 
Shape Memory Alloy Actuator”
Adviser: Dr. Erik Engebert

Anh D. Le
Engineering – Electrical
MS, Kyung Hee Univeristy, Republic 
of Korea; BS, Ho Chi Minh City 
International University, Vietnam
Dissertation: “Fundamental Limits 
of Communication Channels 
Under Non-Gaussian Interference”
Adviser: Dr. Nghi H. Tran

Zhao Li
Engineering – Civil
MS, University of Science and 
Technology, Beijing; BS, University of 
Science and Technology, Beijing
Dissertation: “Subsurface 
Simulation Using Stochastic 
Modeling Techniques for 
Reliability Based Design of Geo-
Structures”
Adviser: Dr. Robert Liang

Dinesh Lolla
Engineering – Chemical
BS, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological 
University, India
Dissertation: “Fabrication, Atomic 
Scale Imaging, Polarization 
of Polyvinylidene Fluoride 
Nanofibers and Applications as 
Electrets”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Yanfeng Lu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Dalian University of Technology 
BS, Dalian University of Technology
Dissertation: “A Study 
on Liquid Bridge Based 
Microstereolithography (LBMSL) 
System”
Adviser: Dr. Jae-Won Choi

Sam Mahmodicherati
Engineering – Electrical
MS, University Technology 
Malaysia, Malaysia; BS, University of 
Mazandaran, Iran
Dissertation: “Direct Power 
Control of Double Fed Induction 
Generator in Wind Power System”
Adviser: Dr. Malik Elbuluk

Shirin Norooz Oliaee
Engineering – Chemical
MS, University of Tehran, Iran; BS, 
Sharif University of Technology, Iran
Dissertation: “Catalyst 
Development and the Structure-
dependent Properties for 
Hydrazine Decomposition”
Adviser: Dr. Zhenmeng Peng

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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thirteen

Bikash Parajuli
Engineering – Mechanical
BE, IOE, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
Dissertation: “Laminar Flame 
Speeds and Autoignition of 
Dimethyl Ether at Elevated 
Pressure and Temperature using 
Novel Combustion Technique”
Adviser: Dr. Gaurav Mittal

Dushyanth Sirivolu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological 
University, India
Dissertation: “Marine Composite 
Panels Under Blast Loading”
Adviser: Dr. Michelle S. Hoo Fatt

Md. Wasi Uddin
Engineering – Electrical
BSc, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Modeling and 
Control of Fully Pitched Mutually 
Coupled Switched Reluctance 
Machines”
Adviser: Dr. Yilmaz Sozer

Jinyuan Zhai
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, BS, Taiyuan Heavy Machinery 
Institute
Dissertation: “Modeling Ductile 
Damage of Metallic Materials”
Adviser: Dr. Xiaosheng Gao

College of 
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

doCTor of AUdiology

The Northeast Ohio Au.D. 
Consortium (NOAC) is a joint 
professional Doctor of Audiology 
program between The University 
of Akron, Kent State University 
and the Cleveland Clinic. Kent 
State University graduates are 
noted with an asterisk.

Michelle Becker*
BS, Kent State University
Adviser: Dr. Mark Krumm

Kristin N. Budd
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. James Steiger

Rachel L. Clary
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. Erin L. Miller

Loriebeth A. D’Elia
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. James Steiger

Tresea L. Lodge*
BHS, The University of Florida
Adviser: Dr. Mark Krumm

Peytra C. Osetinsky*
BA, University of San Diego
Adviser: Dr. Julia Huyck

Kelly D. Patzwahl
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. Katie Sigal Papp

Elizabeth J. Striegl
BA, The College of Wooster
Adviser: Dr. Katie Sigal Papp

Hillary R. Toennies
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. Erin L. Miller

Chelsea Pauline Twyman*
BS, Kent State University
Adviser: Dr. Julia Huyck

Kara J. Vasil
BA, The Ohio State University
Adviser: Dr. Kristine English

Leo Walter*
BA, Ohio University
Adviser: Dr. Myrna Forbes

Megan C. West
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Kristine English

Maria L. Williams*
BA, The University of Akron
Adviser: Dr. Myrna Forbes

doCTor of 
nUrsing PrACTiCe

Karen S. Ammari
MS, Saint Xavier University; BSN, 
Rush University; BA, Wheaton College
Dissertation: “Evaluation of 
Nurse Practitioner Adherence to 
Urinary Tract Infection Practice 
Guidelines”
Adviser: Dr. Annette Mitzel

Lisa M. Hensley
MSN, BSN, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Lidocaine Patch 
Use in Trauma Dissertation: 
Patients with 1-4 Rib Fractures”
Adviser: Dr. Carolyn Sutter

Susan Lynn Julian
MSN, BSN, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Improving Accuracy 
of Pressure Ulcer Staging by Skin 
Care Resource Nurses”
Adviser: Dr. Connie Chronister
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fourteen

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Sharon Apel Bursky
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MA, BA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “The Role of 
Relational Ethics and Forgiveness 
in Adult Sibling Relationships”
Adviser: Dr. Karin Jordan

Ryan M. Cook
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Malone College
Dissertation: “Parent-Adolescent 
Communication and Adolescent 
Depression After a Partial 
Hospitalization Program”
Adviser: Dr. Karin Jordan

Collette B. LaValey
Nursing
MSN, The University of Akron;  
SN, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Dissertation: “Symptoms, Power, 
and Self-Care in Individuals with 
Chronic Venous Leg Ulcers”
Adviser: Dr. Marlene Huff

Molly J. McDowell-Burns
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Patterned Behaviors 
in Couples: The Validity of the 
Couples Conflict Resolution 
Styles Assessment”
Adviser: Dr. Karin Jordan

Christopher J. McNally
MA, John Carroll University;  
BA, Miami University
Dissertation: “Contextualizing 
Social Justice in Counseling 
Psychology: Self-Reported 
Attitudes and Behaviors as 
Reflections of Training and 
Professional Identity”
Adviser: Dr. John E. Queener

Elsa Esther Rojas-Ashe
Counseling Psychology
MEd, The University of Houston;  
BA, The University of North Texas
Dissertation: “Understanding 
Birth in the United States as a 
Traumatic Event: Testing a Model 
of Risk Factors”
Adviser: Dr. Ingrid K. Weigold

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)

12883v4 UA Summer 2016.indd   14 8/3/16   5:56 PM



fifteen

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in engineering

Jacqueline M. Carpenter
Biomedical Engineering

Natalie Fountas-Davis
Biomedical Engineering

Jonathan D. King
Biomedical Engineering

Seyedeh Azadeh Miran
Engineering

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering

Sheikh N. Ahamed
Hammad Mulayh T. Alshammari
Pashupati Dhakal
Kelly M. Gabor
Isaac J. Gallardo
Prashant Pawan Gargh
Brandon E. Kirkman
Arturo MacHado Reyes
Ashkan Nazari
Sunny Rahul Nimmalapalli
Ragavendra Prasad 

Panakarajupally
Saurabh Pathak
Arindam Paul
Qianwen Xu

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Donald P. Visco, Jr.

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering

Abdullah Alghunaim
Jacob Kohl
Seyed Mostafa Razavi
Anwar Sadek
Kaylee Brianne Sutton
Zhipeng Zeng

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering

Yazeed B. Abu Hassan
Amro A. Alamri
Abdullah A. Almalki
Lin Feng Chen
Philip B. Custer
Deepak Reddy Devulapally
Elijah D. Fox
Kyle R. Heinz
Ramadan S. R. Kelani
Dheeraj Kondisetti
Anthony M. Lelli
Kashif Mahmood
Morteza M. Shakeri Hossein 

Abad
Prudhvi Talagadadeevi

mAsTer of sCienCe in 
eleCTriCAl engineering

Mohamad S. Abd Elmutalab
Joseph Agyemang Duah
Paboda Viduneth Ariyarathna 

Beruwawela Pathiranage
Md. Asif Mahmood Chowdhury
Michael R. Gasper
Aida Gorgani
Matthew G. Granger
Filmon A. Habtemariam
Amr Ibrahem
Bo Liu
Jacquelynne R. Morse
Sk. Nabil Nowak
Siddhardha Mohan Sakhamuri
Sriharsha VanKamamidi
Hao Wang
Randeel W. Wimalagunarathne
Guanglei Zhang

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

mAsTer of ArTs 
in edUCATion

Heidi D. Buckingham
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Katherine E. Campbell
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jessica M. Edmundson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Barbara L. Foster
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Rachael M. Goebel
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nathan J. Griffin
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Amy M. Hall
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Scott V. Haslam
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Samantha A. Hearn
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jasmine Y. Howard
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Erin M. McDonald
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Anjelica R. Miele
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Brittne D. Paramore
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Tiffani J. Pauline
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Amanda J. Rearick
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Abigail Eileen Salge
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Rachel E. Smithburger
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Lauren C. Stevens
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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sixteen

mAsTer of ArTs in sPeeCh 
– lAngUAge PAThology

Rana Barghouty
Erin M. Beans
Lindsay R. Callanan
Kirsten J. Cook
Jaime A. Csehi
Kaitlyn M. Dobrich
Emily J. Duncan
Joelle L. Farrington
Marianne Flynn
Rachel M. Herron
Nichole M. Kus
Janine W. Lawler
Alexa M. Marino
Aimee M. Meier
Abigail Moleski
Kali M. Neundorfer
Courtney A. Pakenham
Acacia Ev Parsons
Natalie G. Patton
Andrew E. Smith
Kellie A. Smith
Madison N. Stephens
Master of Public Health
Jennifer D. Johnson
Heather N. Lentz
Shivam N. Patel

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in edUCATion

Ksenia Berestetska
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Brittany B. Buescher
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Amica A. Burkett-Rosser
School Counseling

Christian R. Eyman
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Tara M. Freni
Counseling – Marriage and 
Family Therapy

Christopher T. Ginley
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Sarah Susan Fullington
Nursing Anesthesia

Sarah M. Gomez
Nursing Anesthesia

Megan Gonzalez
Nursing Anesthesia

Donna T. Gruskiewicz
Nursing Anesthesia

Britton M. Hostetler
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicholas P. Inchak
Nursing Anesthesia

Thomas J. Kozub
Nursing Anesthesia

Jason D. Legg
Nursing Anesthesia

Holly M. Mohn
Nursing Anesthesia

Shahzad Mujeeb
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicole Poda
Nursing Anesthesia

Emily A. Prack
Nursing Anesthesia

Anne Elise Pugliese
Family Psychiatric/Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner

Aneta Rapacz
Nursing Anesthesia

Laura D. Rice
Nursing Anesthesia

Marissa Rokicki
Nursing Anesthesia

Amanda C. Ross
Nursing Anesthesia

Branden J. Sibley
Nursing Anesthesia

David A. Siesel
Nursing Anesthesia

Katelyn M. Smith
Nursing Anesthesia

Brandi L. Strauer
Nursing Anesthesia

Sara M. Syroka
Nursing Anesthesia

Kyle A. Veliz
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicolina R. Vencl
Nursing Anesthesia

Michael P. Huth
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Travis J. Lombardozzi
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Laura I. Moutrey
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Jordan T. Olson
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Kortnie R. Stanovcak
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ahmed Hassan H. Sumayli
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Cameron M. Trudell
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Nicholas L. VanDemark
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Andrew G. VanDierenDonck
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Brittney L. White
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in nUrsing

Alexander J. Barrow
Nursing Anesthesia

Durrell R. Beachy
Nursing Anesthesia

Laura Burger
Nursing Anesthesia

Keely M. Burrer
Nursing Anesthesia

Jessica M. Cassese
Nursing Anesthesia

Jessica M. Cuglewski
Nursing Anesthesia

Nicholas A. Cullinan
Nursing Anesthesia

Kaitlyn M. Fearon
Nursing Anesthesia

Michael F. Fechko
Nursing Anesthesia

Casey A. Fisher
Nursing Anesthesia

Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont.)
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seventeen

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Donald P. Visco, Jr.

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in AerosPACe sysTems 
engineering

Jon H. Deamicis

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
BiomediCAl engineering

Evan G. Parsley
Cum Laude

Brandon M. Shafer-Zatko

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ChemiCAl engineering

Gregory M. Harris

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in Civil engineering

Eric M. Wickersham
Magna Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTriCAl engineering

Mark A. Keenan

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in engineering

William C. Lee
Josh Sun

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering

Shafia Ahmad
Cum Laude

Brett A. Gaydos
Stephen A. Hostutler
Eric R. Johnson
Cloyd A. Reed Jr.
Alexander Sorin

Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Whitney A. Browne
Katelyn J. Carino

Cum Laude
Michael A. Casimos
Kwan T. Cheatham Jr.
Dustin L. Connors
Imani N. Davis
Nicholas J. Dhondt

Cum Laude
Bryan A. Dyce
Lauren A. Emerson

Cum Laude
Wesley C. Flaherty
Patrick G. Forsythe
Dahlia S. Franklin
Brent E. Gray Jr.
Mason D. Harper
Olutimi A. Kareem
Kyle M. Ketler
Eric J. Kisela
Katelyn M. Kluever
Nicole L. Lawson
Mark B. Lowery
Alexander J. Newshutz

Cum Laude
Andrew M. Phillips
Dustin M. Quarles
Richard L. Rager Jr.
Daniel G. Resanovic
Ryan R. Ruggerio
Spencer R. Shreve
Alison K. Walch

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob C. Walker
James A. Weible
Sean A. Williams
John M. Wyatt
Lawrence Wynn Jr.
Michael J. Yambor
Tyler R. Yee

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

BAChelor of ArTs

Kelli L. Chepke
Kristina C. Katanic
Jessica M. McAlpine

BAChelor of ArTs in 
Child life sPeCiAlisT

Chyna S. Pettey
Cum Laude

Colleen E. Rosen
Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs/ 
soCiAl work

Katherine E. Beals
Milicent P. Boggs
Jane M. Carsten

Summa Cum Laude
Robert L. Claridy
Maria A. Dixon

Magna Cum Laude
Katelynn E. Gardner
Robin Lynne Logan

Magna Cum Laude
Vivian L. Otoo
Nikkole S. Robinson

Cum Laude
Ashleigh R. Roethel
Kevin D. Smith
Preston D. Spragling

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs  
in sPeeCh – lAngUAge 
PAThology And AUdiology

Brent C. Myers

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in AThleTiC TrAining

Tabitha L. Stein
Magna Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

12883v4 UA Summer 2016.indd   17 8/3/16   5:56 PM



eighteen

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in nUrsing

Brittany J. Aldrich
Jessica L. Alleman
Kimberly A. Barth
Latora B. Bristow
Anna M. Britvec

Summa Cum Laude
Victorya N. Cain
Kyra G. Casalinova
Morgan C. Cerveny

Magna Cum Laude
Jordin M. Cochran
Marisa J. Cutright

Magna Cum Laude
Leilla K. Dameh
Kailyn A. DeRusso
Rachel D. Ebie
Ethel E. Elad

Cum Laude
Donna L. Ellithorpe
Matthew P. Grauel

Summa Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Grubbs
Julie A. Heyden

Cum Laude
Jennifer A. Holquist
Emily K. Horn

Magna Cum Laude
Amanda L. James

Magna Cum Laude
Sean R. Johnson
Brandy M. Kocisko-Mullet

Krystal D. Kovach
Summa Cum Laude

MaKayla E. Kovach
Gerald M. Makobong
Kathleen E. Mallady

Cum Laude
Danielle M. Marcum

Cum Laude
Jennifer L. McCormick

Summa Cum Laude
Kelly P. Meenan
Kimberley N. Nestor
Michelle L. Ore

Magna Cum Laude
Brooke L. Owen
Kelsi D. Paxton

Cum Laude
Christi M. Phillip

Cum Laude
Courtney A. Phillips

Cum Laude
Shawn A. Powell
Alison L. Pritts

Cum Laude
Troy Anthony Roebuck
Lisa M. Sabol
Wesley A. Saltsman
Brittany J. Smith
Lauren F. Smith

Cum Laude
Joanne Stanley
Annie E. Stimson Clements

Magna Cum Laude
Lauren E. Strang
Thomas D. Sutcliffe Jr.
Crystal Elesia Wilson

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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nineteen

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in AUTomATed 
mAnUfACTUring 
engineering TeChnology

Bobby J. Ferguson
Summa Cum Laude

David L. Jordan
Michael G. Plechaty

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPUTer informATion 
sysTems

Brad J. Chaffin
Bryan M. Fox
Maria S. Moore
Patrick J. O’Brien
Kevin D. Pajak

Cum Laude
John J. Schodowski Jr.
Tyler D. Spangler
Zach C. Van Camp
Daniel D. Wenzel

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Patric N. Gorgievski

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
eleCTroniC engineering 
TeChnology

Zachary A. Stolicny

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
emergenCy mAnAgemenT 
And homelAnd seCUriTy

Brandon J. Davis
Dylan R. Evans
Ronald M. Gallon
Mitchell E. Hawkins
Ajdar Kazim
Maya L. Latson
Jeffrey T. Ludwig

Cum Laude
Brandon Anthony Smrekar
Thomas J. Tannhof

BAChelor of sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering 
TeChnology

Rakan M. Alsubiei
Mark A. Coury
Tyler D. Sabo

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in orgAnizATionAl 
sUPervision

Bradley C. Aloi
Gary D. Anderson

Cum Laude
Lydia N. Appleton
Shane R. Argabrite
Conner A. Barton
Caleb R. Bergey

Cum Laude
David C. Boor
Aaron L. Burton
Aspen G. Bush
Amber E. Cobb
Rodney C. Coe Jr.
Todd N. Culver
Megan Renee DePietro
Jason M. Desko
Matthew C. Dolezal
Melissa A. Durnan
Brian E. Ellis
Lauren N. Fallucco

Summa Cum Laude
Mark V. Fire
Bre W. Ford
Ashleigh E. Fowler-Snipes
Alex T. Gingrich
Joshua R. Goebel
Tyrell M. Goodman
Zachary C. Greegor
Tyler J. Hardy
Kaitlynn M. Heinl
Brandi Helmstedter
Devon T. Hipp
Robert C. Hodgkinson
Dominique J. Hurd
Shelia P. Jenkins

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin P. Karam

Nicholas D. Karb
William P. Kuhn
Brittni C. Lauby
Ashley L. Leiner

Summa Cum Laude
Kayla M. Lemon
Alex T. Lovell
John A. Lyon
Kelsey E. McGregor
Anna G. Meles
Polly A. Messenger
Tyrese P. Milner
Matthew T. Moravec
Kellan J. Mosher
Paul G. Neal
Tia A. Owusuaah
Nichole M. Parks
Racheal B. Paul

Summa Cum Laude
Michael K. Peaks Jr.
Hertistine Price
Christopher J. Purdy
Heather L. Purvis
Jordan A. Rahe

Magna Cum Laude
A’Shanti J. Reid
Joelle A. Remmy
Aaron Riley
Kotie L. Rinehart
Shawn M. Robinson
Nicolette K. Schultz
Jennifer K. Scull
Amanda D. Shapaka
Cameron S. Singer
Taylor R. Soha
Matthew S. Spradlin
Brett G. Trepczyk
Christian A. Tussey
Brittany A. Zganjer
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twenty

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
eleCTroniC engineering 
TeChnology

Evan R. Belcher
Dane C. Pownall

With High Distinction
Tyler C. Rivera
Tyler E. Schwartz

With Distinction
Zachary A. Stolicny

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
emergenCy mediCAl 
serviCes TeChnology

Brian D. Bursley
With High Distinction

Christopher L. Devor
Megan M. Sandy
Matthew R. Sinopoli

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in fire 
ProTeCTion TeChnology

Joshua T. Ake
Justin A. Gentry

With Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in  
lAnd sUrveying

Mitch R. Cavanaugh
Trevor J. Hanes
Zachary D. Hayes
Getty M. List
Thomas B. Selle

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
meChAniCAl engineering 
TeChnology

Gregory A. Haas
Brendan P. Houlahan
Timothy B. Levers

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Interim Dean  
Elizabeth A. Kennedy

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
BUsiness mAnAgemenT 
TeChnology

Tshana D. Anderson
Jesse L. Hamilton
Robert D. Logsdon
Kevin L. McDonald Jr.

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
ComPUTer informATion 
sysTems

Joshua A. Bowers
With Highest Distinction

Brad J. Chaffin
Matthew T. Christman
Samuel C. Conrad
Kenneth M. Cooper
Justin R. Dombrady
Noah D. Lisbon

With High Distinction
Hayden M. Smart

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
hosPiTAliTy mAnAgemenT

Adelina L. Seda
With Highest Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
mArkeTing And sAles 
TeChnology

Karen T. Sirna

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
CommUniTy serviCes 
TeChnology

Treva P. Ware
Shenese T. Williams

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe 
in ConsTrUCTion 
engineering TeChnology

Joseph D. Crowder
Patric N. Gorgievski
Chad W. Green
Jordan P. Howell

With Distinction
Benjamin H. Imburgia

With Distinction
Andrew J. Pileggi

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
PArAlegAl sTUdies

Rachel M. Porter

AssoCiATe of ArTs

Winifred W. Alexander
Tawnya Anderson
Jasmine M. Bennett
Caleb R. Bergey

With Distinction
John K. Bonyo
Ayasha J. Coles
Dillon Collins
Charles L. Craciun
Todd N. Culver
Jason M. Desko
Monique J. Dunning
Joselyn M. Fluker
Ashleigh E. Fowler-Snipes
Dominique J. Hurd
Tricia A. Lewis
Claudio M. Manera
Zeetia M. McKay
Marsalis E. Mescudi
Iesha A. Mountain
Jamie L. Patterson III
Jenea D. Perdue
Rebecca J. Sear
Donna E. Snider
Matthew S. Spradlin
Mariel K. Trapp

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Dillon Collins
Chad L. McAfee Jr.

With Highest Distinction
Kelliann R. Nish
Denise M. Rizor
Marquis L. Taylor

Candidates for Associate Degrees
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twenty-one

Wayne College
Founded 1972

Interim Senior Vice President 
and Provost Rex D. Ramsier

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied BUsiness in 
heAlTh CAre offiCe 
mAnAgemenT

Kathy L. Hanson
With Highest Distinction

Cindy Newton Smith

AssoCiATe of ArTs

Sally A. Criss
With Highest Distinction

Matthew C. Dolezal
Dale B. Edwards

With Distinction
John C. Parsons
Wilfredo E. Torres
Vada M. Watson
Otis Whitmore Jr.

AssoCiATe of sCienCe

Jesse T. McClure
Christopher Ryan
Barbette B. Sparks

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Dean David Gordon

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
mediCAl AssisTing 
TeChnology

Rachel M. Fondriest
Alexandra E. Hatch
Nicole E. Jelar
Dana Lynn Viebranz

With Distinction

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
sUrgiCAl TeChnology

Lucas W. Burgess
Kimberly A. Davis

With Distinction
Kelsey N. Fiocca
Matthew C. Frey
Lavonda J. Huffine
Jaclynn P. Kozak
India J. Lim
Leah J. Male
Wendie A. Morr
Theresa L. Morrow
Erica V. Podsiadlo
Joseph F. Polen
Kayla R. Sirrine
Tyler M. Timberlake
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twenty-two

August 20, 2016 
Afternoon
Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Sunil Bhattarai
Integrated Bioscience
BTech, Kathmandu University, Nepal
Dissertation: “Functional Study of 
N-Cadherin in Zebrafish Optic 
Nerve Regeneration”
Adviser: Dr. Qin Liu

Sarah L. Binkley
Chemistry
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, BS, Walsh University
Dissertation: “Re(l) Tricarbonyl 
Based Radiopharmaceuticals; 
Synthesis, In Vitro Studies, and 
Protein Complexation”
Adviser: Dr. Chris Ziegler

Ryan C. Bixby
History
MA, BA, Slippery Rock University
Dissertation: “Refusing to Join 
Their Waters and Mingle into 
One Grand Kindred Stream’: 
The Transformation of Jefferson 
County, West Virginia in the Civil 
War Era”
Adviser: Dr. Lesley J. Gordon

Ellen C. Bronder
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “An Intervention 
to Reduce Color-Blind Racial 
Attitudes in White College 
Students”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette L. Speight

Joel A. Caporoso
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Saint Vincent College
Dissertation: “Integrated 
Techniques for the Study of 
Ribonucleoprotein Complexes”
Adviser: Dr. Thomas Leeper

Caitlin M. Cavanaugh
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
MA, Indiana University-Purdue 
University; BA, DePauw University
Dissertation: “Beyond 
Cheerleaders and Checklists: 
The Effects of the Feedback 
Environment on Employee Self-
Development”
Adviser: Dr. Paul E. Levy

Ernest Duah
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, University of Cape Coast, Ghana
Dissertation: “Cysteinyl 
Leukotrienes and their Receptors: 
Potential Roles in Endothelial 
Function and Cancer”
Adviser: Dr. Sailaja Paruchuri

Theodore Neil Easterling
History
MA, The University of Akron;  
BS, Rio Grande College
Dissertation: “Separating the Fish 
from the Water: United States 
Marine Corps Combined Action 
Platoons in the Vietnam War”
Adviser: Dr. Walter Hixson

James R. Houston
Psychology – Adult Development and 
Aging
MA, The University of Akron;  
BS, The Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Aging and Context 
Effects in Working Memory: 
An Event-Related Potential 
Investigation”
Adviser: Dr. Phillip A. Allen

William M. Lesuer
Sociology
MA, University of Cincinnati;  
BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “A Cross-Cultural 
Examination of the Contextual 
Effects of Gender Inequality on 
Child Sexual Abuse”
Adviser: Dr. Stacey Nofziger

Heather Sperry
Counseling Psychology
MA, The University of Akron;  
BA, Butler University
Dissertation: “An Exploration of 
Feminist Identity in Straight and 
Sexual Minority Women”
Adviser: Dr. Dawn M. Johnson

Jason A. Stiel
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Walsh University
Dissertation: “Fundamental 
Chemistry of Chlorophosphazenes 
and Polysilances”
Adviser: Dr. Claire A. Tessier

Benjamin S. Thome
Chemistry
MS, The University of Akron; 
BS, Grand Valley State University
Dissertation: “Chlorine/Oxygen 
Transfer Reactions of Cyclic 
Chlorophosphazenes”
Adviser: Dr. Claire A. Tessier

Ruth V. Walker
Psychology – Adult Development and 
Aging
BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Expanding Our 
Conceptualization of Ageism: 
Moving Toward an Intersectional 
Lifespan Approach”
Adviser: Dr. Toni Bisconti

Megan J. Yetzer
Counseling Psychology
BA, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Stranger 
Harassment: An Investigation of 
the Protective Role of Feminism 
and Womanism”
Adviser: Dr. Dawn Johsnon

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees
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twenty-three

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Sarang M. Bhaway
Polymer Engineering
BTech, Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai, India
Dissertation: “Fabrication of 
Block Copolymer Templated 
Mesoporous Metal Oxide 
Composites for Energy Storage 
Applications”
Advisers: Dr. Bryan Vogt and 
Dr. Alamgir Karim

Sudhanva R. Govindarajan
Polymer Science
BSE, Tulane University
Dissertation: “The Design of a 
Multifunctional, Initiator-Free 
Soft Polyester Platform for Room 
Temperature Extrusion-Based 
3D Printing, and Analysis of 
Printability”
Adviser: Dr. Abraham Joy

Senlong Gu
Polymer Engineering
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Building Blocks and 
their Effects on Polymer Aerogel 
Properties”
Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana

Zhiwei Lin
Polymer Science
MS, BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “Giant Molecules 
Based on Functionalized 
Fullerenes: Precise Synthesis and 
Diverse Assembly Behaviors”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z. D. Cheng

Cesar Lopez Gonzalez
Polymer Science
BS, National University of Colombia
Dissertation: “Synthesis of 
Hyperbranched Glycopolymers”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Brinda Mayank Mehta
Polymer Science
MS, Rochester Institute of Technology; 
BS, The University of Akron
Dissertation: “Green Resins 
Based on Alkene-and Alkyne-
Containing Triglycerides”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Stuti S. Rajgarhia
Polymer Engineering
BTech, Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai, India
Dissertation: “Control of 
Morphology and Diameter 
of Bi-Component Polymeric 
Nanofibers with Applications in 
Filtration”
Adviser: Dr. Sadhan C. Jana

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

doCTor of PhilosoPhy

Diane K. Brown
Secondary Education
MSN, Gannon University;  
BSN, The Ohio State University; 
ADN, Youngstown State University
Dissertation: “Interprofessional 
Team Training Using Simulation: 
A Comparison of Two Different 
Time Deliveries”
Adviser: Dr. Susan N. Kushner 
Benson
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twenty-four

Saumil P. Samant
Polymer Engineering
BTech, Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai, India
Dissertation: “Directed Self-
Assembly of Block Copolymers 
for High Energy Density Polymer 
Film Capacitors”
Adviser: Dr. Alamgir Karim

Nicole L. Swanson
Polymer Science
BS, St. Norbert College, WI
Dissertation: “Polybutadiene Graft 
Copolymers as Coupling Agents 
in Rubber Compounding”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Ziqiu Wang
Polymer Science
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, Beijing University of Chemical 
Technology
Dissertation: “The Role of 
Biomolecules in Hydroxyapatite 
Mineralization”
Adviser: Dr. Nita Sahai

Yu Zhang
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University
Dissertation: “Understanding 
Ice and Water Transitions at 
Solid Surfaces for Anti-Icing 
Application”
Adviser: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala

Weilong Zhao
Polymer Science
BS, University of Science and 
Technology of China
Dissertation: “Molecular 
Simulation Investigation on the 
Structure-Activity Relationships at 
Inorganic-Biomolecule Interfaces”
Adviser: Dr. Nita Sahai

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)
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Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

mAsTer of  
APPlied PoliTiCs

Kelsie N. L. Carson
Anthony P. Colucci III
Matthew Lo
Brittney S. Madison
Tyler J. Topp

mAsTer of ArTs

Thurayya Helena Aliyu 
UmBayemake
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Emmanuel Anim-Koranteng
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Firas N. Awadallah
Urban Studies

April S. Barnes
Counseling Psychology

Suzanne M. Beans
Psychology – Adult Development 
and Aging

Abigail M. Brickler
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Halley L. Cooper-Shumway
Psychology – Adult Development 
and Aging

Erin L. Deal
Communication

Elizabeth B. Doss
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Catalina Flores
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Zachary T. Gerdes
Counseling Psychology

Russell A. Hopkins
History

Randi A. Hoy-Rappach
Communication

Stefan E. Jadaszewski
Counseling Psychology

Daniel J. Krantz
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Peter R. Mallik
Psychology – Adult Development 
and Aging

Anne Maltempi
History

Amanda K. Mosley
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Devin T. Nakama
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Steven A. Palmieri
Counseling Psychology

Max J. Schauder
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Amanda M. Sedlak-Hevener
History

Kristin E. Silver
Counseling Psychology

Melanie J. Slabaugh
Theatre Arts

Ashley R. Stoneking
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Steven Tseng
Industrial/Organizational Psychology

mAsTer of ArTs  
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe

Edward V. Adams
Security Studies

Troy A. Gawlak
Political Science

Monique C. Mullett
Security Studies

Aurelia Visan
Security Studies

mAsTer of mUsiC

Theron E. Brown
Piano Performance

Ting-Wei Chang
Woodwinds Performance

Colin M. Dees
Percussion Performance

Willow F. DiGiacomo
Music Performance: Wind Conducting

Justin L. Fetters
Woodwinds Performance

Ermal Nikolla
Music – Theory

Tanya S. Rogers
Music Education – Instrumental

mAsTer of  
PUBliC AdminisTrATion

Tonya K. Booker
David N. Gressock
Evelyn N. Nelson
Caroline D. Weir

mAsTer of sCienCe

Eyad Hamzah Muktar H. 
Alhawsawi
Geography/Geographic 
Information Sciences

Subha Mounika Bollempalli
Computer Science

Dirk M. Bullock
Statistics

Sneha Priya Cherukuri
Computer Science

Alex T. Dalla Piazza
Geology

Darryl S. Dennis
Biology

Andrew A. Edwards
Computer Science

Pedram Esfahani
Physics

Tahereh Ganji
Physics

Michael G. Gruesen
Computer Science

Seyyed Amirreza Hashemi
Applied Mathematics

Suphanut Jamonnak
Computer Science

Navin K. Kafle
Physics

Deborah L. Laforest
Physics

Xuerong Liu
Statistics

John M. McKinnon
Applied Mathematics

John A. Miller
Biology

Ja Won Min
Statistics

Bo R. Montanye
Environmental Geology

Kishore Reddy Morusu
Computer Science

Gireesh Venkata Sriram Namburi
Computer Science

Hoang V. Nguyen
Computer Science

Yogitha Paruchuri
Computer Science

Arcelia Del Carmen Sanchez 
Alamina
Biology

Kathryn M. Stalker
Applied Mathematics

Tirtha R. Subedi
Physics

Kaylee Brianne Sutton
Applied Mathematics

Sarah E. Travaly
Geology

Matthew A. Tuttle
Biology

Jing Xie
Statistics

Nikhita Yalamaddi
Computer Science

Lakshmi Sharnitha Yarlagadda
Computer Science

Maryam Yazdani
Physics

twenty-five

Candidates for Master’s Degrees 
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twenty-six

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

mAsTer of ArTs  
in edUCATion

Stephanie M. Adams
Special Education

Essa Ali R E. Adhabi
Special Education

Sultan Ahmed N. Alanazi
Special Education

Mohammed Abdullah A. Alfaleh
Special Education

Catherine R. Brauning
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Steven PL Dietrich
Instructional Technology

Chelsea R. Halter
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Christopher W. Hoffer
Principalship

Steven J. Jacobson
Higher Education Administration

Daniel C. McGee
Instructional Technology

Hope Michelle Moore
Instructional Technology

Emily Alisa Palmer
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Corey R. Pound
Instructional Technology

Kara A. Putnam
Instructional Technology

Kay L. Rentsch
Instructional Technology

Mallory M. Rusnak
Higher Education Administration

Jeanne M. Semilia
Instructional Technology

Xuan Song
Elementary Education – Literacy

Kerry R. Stanziano-Bradic
Instructional Technology

Virginia L. Texter
Assessment, Evaluation & 
Data Literacy

Scotland R. Uhl
Instructional Technology

Lucas M. Venturina Jr
Instructional Technology

Emilee M. Vitez
Elementary Education – Literacy

Katie J. Warner
Instructional Technology

Katherine A. Yerkey
Principalship

mAsTer of sCienCe 
in CUrriCUlUm And 
insTrUCTion

Haley A. Schultz
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Mathematics

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in TeAChing And TrAining 
TeChniCAl ProfessionAls

Sharon M. Logue

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

mAsTer of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

Aditya Agrawal
Finance

Blair G. Bigwood
Business Interdisciplinary

Bree R. Bowman
Business Interdisciplinary

Ian J. Brewer
Healthcare Management

Matthew Thomas Buettner
Business Interdisciplinary

Zachary J. Campbell
Management

Jessica L. Carroll
Healthcare Management

Robert C. Crano
Business Interdisciplinary

Daniel B. Csaky
Business Interdisciplinary

Soyriah G. Davis
Business Interdisciplinary

James M. Day
Business Interdisciplinary

Cesar A. Daza
Business Interdisciplinary

Miranda L. Fox
Healthcare Management

Coleen Christine Gaydash
Business Interdisciplinary

Stephen J. Hamrock
Business Interdisciplinary

Christopher D. Hilker
Business Interdisciplinary

Joseph J. Hoffman
Healthcare Management

Paul E. Hugon
Supply Chain Management

Masuma Ibrahimi
Supply Chain Management

Deanne R. Josey
Business Interdisciplinary

Mark A. Kaneas
Business Interdisciplinary

Andrew M. Klush
Business Interdisciplinary

Zhaoqian Liu
Business Interdisciplinary

Johnathan J. Mastracco
Supply Chain Management

Ryan E. McDorman
Business Interdisciplinary

Sara J. Miller
Business Interdisciplinary

Juliann M. Minnie
Healthcare Management

Joseph M. Neary
Business Interdisciplinary

Zachary R. New
Business Interdisciplinary

Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont.)
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Travis W. Penick
Business Interdisciplinary

Kerstin Peters
Business Interdisciplinary

Daniel A. Plunkett
Business Interdisciplinary

John M. Rozak
Business Interdisciplinary

Brianna L. Schauer
Business Interdisciplinary

Mazin Shackour
Business Interdisciplinary

Trisha L. Sims
Business Interdisciplinary

Khalila D. Thomas
Global Technological Innovation

Paul B. Thomas
Business Interdisciplinary

Oriana Celeste Venditti
Finance

Anuj Wadke
Finance

Benjamin J. Wagar
Leadership and 
Organizational Change

Christina R. Walton
Business Interdisciplinary

Lauren E. Zetts
Supply Chain Management

Valerie R. Ziemba
Healthcare Management

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in ACCoUnTAnCy

Shanon K. Coates
Ezechiel Isaac
Khounkham Seebounhouang
Emily L. Shinko

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in mAnAgemenT

Nishanth Bingi
Information Systems Management

Swetha Bingi
Information Systems Management

Bhargav Teja Buddha
Information Systems Management

Naresh Dandela
Information Systems Management

Venkata Aditya Devarakonda
Information Systems Management

Sowrya Dhulipudi
Information Systems Management

Sai Sandeep Dudam
Information Systems Management

Sri Soumya Golla
Information Systems Management

Sivasubramanya Kiran Mitra 
Gundugola Venkata
Information Systems Management

Mohammed Hameed Hussain
Information Systems Management

Sridhar Babu Katikala
Information Systems Management

Naga Praneeth Koka
Information Systems Management

Vamshi Krishna Kompelli
Information Systems Management

Sandeep Reddy Konda
Information Systems Management

Sujana B. Kuruva Chekka
Information Systems Management

Venkata Aditya Lanka
Information Systems Management

Mohit Mamidela
Information Systems Management

Gopinath Merugumala
Information Systems Management

Jagadeesh Reddy Nallu
Information Systems Management

Hiran Kumar Pabba
Information Systems Management

Sai Yashwanth Pendyala
Information Systems Management

Prashant Yadav
Information Systems Management

mAsTer of TAxATion

Nupur Lunawat
Dharithri Maringanti
Mordechai M. Siegelbaum
John V. Valle

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Dean Eric J. Amis

mAsTer of sCienCe

Yizhou Chen
Polymer Science

Max S. Goldmeier
Polymer Science

Isamu Ono
Polymer Science

Carlitta M. Shadie
Polymer Science

Pa N. Xiong
Polymer Science

Xiaowen Zhu
Polymer Science

mAsTer of sCienCe  
in Polymer engineering

Liang Cai
Di Duan
Subadhra Janardhanan
Xiang Ji
Chao Li
Kehua Lin
Xiaoxu Lu
Jianxing Ma
Yubing Ma
Junyan Wang
Siyang Wang
Shihao Wen
Mo Yang
Yiming Yang
Chunhao Zhai
Zeyang Zhang
Tianxin Zhao
Yingfan Zhong

twenty-seven
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Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1953

Interim Dean John C. Green

BAChelor of ArTs

Abdulrahman Abdulfattah
Ghadir Abu Helal
Maria T. Alvord
Nicholas R. Baker
Courtney L. Baummer

Summa Cum Laude
Samuel I. Buchan
Latasha S. Butler
Jaclyn Charlton
Amber R. Cherup
Taylor J. Chiles
Sarah M. Cook
Erna Coric
Charles L. Craciun
David C. Cranston
Brynea S. Creer
Joshua K. Crews
Anthony J. Crislip
Joshua N. Dang

Summa Cum Laude
Lindsey R. Doscher
Emily E. Drapp
Andrew C. Dubber
Ashley E. Dunnerstick
Jason V. Edwards
Adam T. Emery
Marlanea A. Franklin
Matthew T. Frimel
Maxwell T. Fujs
Emily L. Gamauf
Alexander K. Gill
Taylor J. Greenspan
Rebecca L. Hall
Lindsey Marie Hartman
Michelle L. Hughes
Angela R. Huntsman
Matthew A. Jeter
Robert A. Kane III
Robert F. Kelty

Summa Cum Laude
Katie M. King
Samantha L. Knappage

Cum Laude
Krystal A. Kubeck
Alexandria M. Logsdon
Amanda E. Marotta

Magna Cum Laude
Phylicia R. Marrow
Kelsea M. Martin
Brett J. Mitzel
Mark W. Mole
Michael J. Naymik
Logan W. Neisel
Danielle N. Ozello
Brittani E. Peters

Dahren M. Phillips-Bey
Laura K. Pisarski-Crawford

Cum Laude
Jeffrey T. Predmore
Brianna M. Rankin
Courtney R. Roddy(1)

Cum Laude
Kenneth C. Saltrick II
Jason W. Schweizer
Chloe M. Seislove
Aaron M. Shaum

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Smith
Anthony J. Sullivan
Tashianna M. Sullivan
Sofia A. Syed

Cum Laude
Ethan J. Symonds
Jamil D. Talley
Dontrell D. Wade
Jacqueline M. Wainilko
Katherine M. Walker

Magna Cum Laude
Jaclyn M. Watson

Cum Laude
Shakina Weatherspoon
DaShanae M. White
Jessica L. Wilson

Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs 
in BUsiness And 
orgAnizATionAl 
CommUniCATion

Jennifer Marie Stroll
Cum Laude

Thomas S. Thompson

BAChelor of ArTs 
in fAmily And Child 
develoPmenT

Layla E. Angari
Taylor M. Charlillo
Laddie W. Fair Jr.
Darren A. Gates Sr.
Monika J. Hale
Samantha M. Lee
Kirsten M. Miller
Kristin A. Tonkovich
Chelsea E. Walters

Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs  
in fAshion merChAndising

Alison L. Delaney
Ricki S. Ellinger
Weronika Gaudyn

Cum Laude
Kaylee S. Yutzy

BAChelor of ArTs 
in inTerdisCiPlinAry 
AnThroPology

Emily B. Wengerd
Cum Laude

Nariman F. Younis
Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of ArTs in 
mUlTidisCiPlinAry 
sTUdies

Regan Janel Bosley
Matthew N. Dodds
Emily A. Jenkins
James D. Joyce
Robert P. Kara III
Mikale S. Long
Brian T. Osiek

BAChelor of fine ArTs

Margaret A. Dolensky
Chad R. Hotchkiss

BAChelor of mUsiC

Jacob T. Ciulla

BAChelor of sCienCe

Gregory W. Adams
Ajay D. Bhola

Magna Cum Laude
Ann M. Brenner
Angela Burdell
Nicholas N. Burgess
Chris F. Burton
Varun Chalasani

Summa Cum Laude
Michael R. Charles
James N. Dang

Summa Cum Laude
Amulya R. Dega

Magna Cum Laude
Karan S. Dewan

Summa Cum Laude
Krish C. Dewan

Summa Cum Laude
Mark A. Dombroski
Catherine M. Donley

Summa Cum Laude
Luke J. Eusebio

Summa Cum Laude
Yostina I. Farid

Summa Cum Laude
Roman J. Finocchiaro

Summa Cum Laude
Stephanie Gao

Summa Cum Laude
Stephen C. Gronow

Magna Cum Laude
Patrick L. Handwork

Magna Cum Laude
Christopher J. Hanson
Andrew J. Hillier
Shelby T. Hoffman

Magna Cum Laude
Ramisha I. Khan

twenty-eight

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

(1)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees in  
Two Disciplines
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Rachelle I. King
Matthew J. Krznaric

Cum Laude
Meghan M. Lee
Erin E. Leneghan
Yang Lin
Anjali S. Mansinghani

Magna Cum Laude
Jude C. Meniru

Cum Laude
Khristine E. Miller
Matin M. Moghaddas
Morgan L. Morris
Timothy M. Murphy
Irvin D. Nasseri

Summa Cum Laude
Priya Nidamanuri

Summa Cum Laude
Palak V. Patadia

Summa Cum Laude
Rena R. Patel

Cum Laude
Urmil Patel

Summa Cum Laude
Cynthia Pathmathasan

Cum Laude
Benjamin P. Petrinec

Summa Cum Laude
Regina M. Povirk
Yi Qiu A. Pu

Summa Cum Laude
Tiavonte D. Riley
Natasha S. Romanoff

Cum Laude
Shivani Shah

Summa Cum Laude
Sterling S. Shriber II

Magna Cum Laude
Kathryn M. Stalker
Devin D. Ta

Magna Cum Laude
Andrew D. Turk

Summa Cum Laude
Nicholas S. Vanni

Summa Cum Laude
Jaya Sai V. Varre

Summa Cum Laude
Kristina E. Winkler

Magna Cum Laude

Siri P. Yalamanchili
Summa Cum Laude

Mia K. Yeager
Summa Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ComPUTer sCienCe

Connor B. Agnone
Duncan A. Campbell

Summa Cum Laude
Tiffany M. Holton
Brian C. Kovacs

Magna Cum Laude
Andrew J. Scott

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in lABor eConomiCs

Samuel W. Myers

BAChelor of sCienCe 
in PoliTiCAl sCienCe/
CriminAl JUsTiCe

Candice C. Bryant
Jamie J. Gross
Anthony Guyton Jr.
Jompunya Kuntakom
Chloe M. Lewis Sr.
Thomas L. Livingston

Cum Laude
Dean M. Nichols
David J. Patron

Magna Cum Laude
Sandy J. Perkins
Paul J. Siegferth Jr.
Katherine G. Stillman
Jacob D. Sturges

twenty-nine

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Susan G. Clark

BAChelor of ArTs  
in edUCATion

Dannysha Luna

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in edUCATion

Brandon K. Farr
Shayla S. Smith
Emilie J. Wagner

Cum Laude

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in TeAChing And TrAining 
TeChniCAl ProfessionAls

Benjamin S. Bartl
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College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Dean Ravi Krovi

BAChelor of  
BUsiness AdminisTrATion

James W. Ashbrook
Kevin M. Bangert
Kelly C. Chase
Robert P. Ebner
Erin M. Flynn
Kory R. Harding
Zachary T. Heigelmann
Chris J. Henke
Jeremy J. Irias
Michael J. Janosko

Cum Laude
Bayann K. Jundi
Jeremy M. Kovalchuk
Tyler D. Lind
Jonathan D. McPherson
Joseph J. Peticca
Marvin D. Phillips Jr.
Adam Ponyeczki
Angelina C. Prinzo
Nicholas R. Rehm
Jamie A. Rohrer
Joshua J. Ross
Tiffany R. Seibel
Megan E. Skeens
Geoff S. Stenroos

Summa Cum Laude
Justin K. Swarm
Clayton E. Tratter
Andrew T. Usner
Benjamin S. Vidika
Lindsey M. Wuebold

BAChelor of sCienCe  
in ACCoUnTing

Elizabeth A. Carlisle
Kyle H. Cotnoir
Corey P. DeGirolamo
Haley N. Donohoe
Kristyn E. Gawdyda

Cum Laude
Norman H. Getzlaff
Mitchell P. Gill
Lloyd O. Henry Jr.
Sara M. Kleines

Cum Laude
Logan W. Kyger
Caleb M. Polasky
Madeline R. Raabe

Magna Cum Laude
Mistee M. Shadle
Daniel T. Southam

Summa Cum Laude
Travis R. Vance

Summa Cum Laude

thirty

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)
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Candidates for Associate Degrees

Buchtel College of  
Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Interim Dean John C. Green

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in 
CriminAl JUsTiCe 
TeChnology

Kenneth C. Chihil
Dominic A. Costanzo

With Distinction
Presley L. Destro

With High Distinction
James C. Ely III
Ronald M. Gallon
Nathaniel C. Iott
Philip M. Memmen
Devyn T. Nolen
Jacob D. Sturges

AssoCiATe of  
APPlied sCienCe in eArly 
Childhood develoPmenT

Trisha B. Ball
Kathryn A. Delsanter
Kelsey C. Finegan
Mary Linear
Brittany C. Young

thirty-one
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.Statue of John R. Buchtel

This statue of John R. Buchtel stands in the middle of the campus he helped found in 1870.
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The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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The Akron Blue and Gold

The University of Akron’s fight song, “The Akron Blue and Gold,” was written in 1939 by Fred Waring, 
nationally known composer and leader of the wildly popular band, “Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians.” 
In response to a request from the University’s  student newspaper, Waring wrote “a distinctive song” for 
The University of Akron. “The Akron Blue and Gold” premiered over his nBc hookup on November 17, 1939, and 
has been used as the University’s fight song ever since.
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This program is not an official graduation list. 

While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes  
prevent inclusion of candidates names, or may result in the use of names of persons not  completing  graduation 
requirements. All honors indicated in this program are tentative. Official degree honors for diplomas and 
 transcripts will be determined after final grades are reported. This printed  program, therefore, should not 
be used to  dete rmine a student’s  academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for  conferral of 
degrees is the student’s  permanent academic record, kept by the Office of the University Registrar, Simmons 
Hall, Akron, OH 44325-6208.

Commencement Video Recording
Order commencement video online at  
http://www.akron.edu/registrar/graduation/comm-video-order.dot. 
Cost is $25 per DVD, the deadline for ordering is October 1, 2016.

Commencement Photos
Order commencement photos online at www.gradimages.com.  
Enter your Last Name, School and Graduation Year from the dropdown menu.  
If you need additional assistance, please call GradImages customer service department 
at 800-261-2576 or email giservice@gradimages.net.

 The University of Akron: Commencement Photos
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